
CAN(Present) + COULD(Past) 

1. Skills & Abilities (Can you 

dance?)  

2. Awareness (I can feel you.) 

3. Capability (He could hit me.) 

4. Permission (She could go with 

you.) 

5.Unwillingness (I couldn’t let him 

speak.) 

Request (Sequence of politeness) 

Can I ask a question?  

Could I ask a question? 

Can’t I ask a question?  

Couldn’t I ask a question? 

Offer Help (Sequence of politeness) 

Can I help you in your study? 

Could I help you in your study? 

May I help you? 

MAY & MIGHT 

1. Possibility (It may/might rain. It 

may/might not rain.) 

2. Formal Permission (You may 

speak. May/Might I come in? 

3. Polite Suggestions (I think it 

might be wise to consult the doctor.) 

4. Wish (May God help you!) 

WILL & SHALL 

1. Assumption (You won’t know 

Mr. Pal. He is our coach.) 

2. Certainty (The price of food will 

go up.) 

3. Instructions or Appeals (Will you 

Please take her to her bedroom?  

Sir, will you please help me? 

4. Formal Instructions (At ten o’ 

clock at night there shall be 

quietness on the upper corridor.) 

5. Offers & Invitations (Will you 

have a whisky, Sir?) 

6. Unwillingness (I will not hear a 

word against the president.) 

7. Prohibition (you shan’t leave without 

my permission.) 

Offer Help (If you are sure to be 

accepted.) 

Shall I spell that for you? 

Should we go and see a film? 

WOULD & SHOULD 

1. Regularity In The Past (She would sit 

cross-legged in her bed.) 

2. Thinking About The Future (He would 

see me the next day.) 

3. Unwillingness (After all this, I 

wouldn’t come back to the farm.) 

4. Certainty (Even an illiterate person 

would 

understand 

that.) 

5. 

Expectation (This cause should be 

quite interesting for you.) 

6. Undesirable Action (You 

shouldn’t do that. You must not accept it.) 

7. Instructions & Appeals (Would you do 

me a favour, please? Would you like a 

drink? Wouldn’t you like to come with 

me?) 

8. Suggestion (You should ask sir about 

this. Shouldn’t we phone the police?) 

9. Wishes (I would like to know the date. 

We wouldn’t like to lose you.) 

10. Preference (He would rather have left 

it.) 

MUST + HAVE TO (100% Sure) 

1. Belief (This article must be written by a 

woman.) 

2. Persuasive invitations (You must come 

and visit me.) 

3. Persuading (You must say hello to your 

daughter.)  

4. Intentions (I must ask about that.) 

5. Importance (You must come at once.) 

OUGHT TO + SHOULD 

1. Expectation (The court of appeal 

ought to/should be able to help you.) 

2. Importance (She ought to/should 

have been home by now.) 

3. Suggesting (We ought to/should 

celebrate.) 

4. Desirability In The Past But You 

Have Missed It (You ought to attend 

your classes regularly.) 

DARE + NEED + USED TO 

How dare you speak to me like that? 

I daren’t ring sir again. 

Need you go soon? 

We needn’t 

worry about 

that. 

She didn’t dare 

come here again. 

No one will dare 

override what the towns 

decide. 

I’m not quite as mad as I used to be. 

What did we used to call it? 

I-ME-MY-MINE-MYSELF 

WE- US-OUR-OURS-OURSELVES 
YOU-YOU-YOUR-YOURS-YOURSELF   
YOU-YOU-YOUR-YOURS-YOURSELVES 

HE-HIM-HIS-HIS-HIM SELF 

SHE-HER-HER-HERS-HERSELF 

IT-IT-ITS----IT SELF 
THEY-THEM-THEIR-THEIRS-THEMSELVES 

NOW-THEN; THIS-THAT;  

THESE-THOSE; HERE-THERE; 

COME-GO; TODAY-THAT DAY; 

THUS-SO; AGO-BEFOR; 
YESTERDAY- THE PREVIOUS DAY; 

YESTERDAY- THE DAY BEFORE; 

LAST NIGHT- THE PREVIOUS NIGHT; 

THE DAY BEFORE YESTERDAY- 

TWO DAYS BEFORE; 

THE DAY AFTER TOMORROW-  

IN TWO DAYS’TIME; 
NEXT WEEK- THE FOLLOWING WEEK; 

LAST YEAR- THE PREIOUS YEAR  
LITTLE/ FEW =NOT MUCH (hardly any, -ve) 

A LITTLE/ FEW =SOME (though not much +ve) 

THE LITTLE/ FEW =NOT MUCH (but all that there is) 

INDIFINITE ARTICLE (A/AN) 

Before Countable Noun 

AN:- (First sound constant a,e,i,o&u.) 

An example, an honest politician,  

an hour, an heir, an M.P., an M.L.A., 

a university, a European language, 

a united front, a useful toil, a eunuch 

guard. 
DIFINITE ARTICLE (THE) 

1. Known - She dropped the can into 

the grass.  
2. Already been discussed - I called for 

a waiter. The waiter with a moustache 

came. The moustache was green in color. 

3. With prepositional phrase –  I have 

no idea about the geography of Haryana. 

4. Relative clause – The book that I 

recommended now costs over seventy rupees. 

5. Unique noun –the sun, the moon, 

the ocean, the sky etc. 

6. With superlative degree–the eldest 

7. As adverb in comparative – The 

more the merrier. The fever the better. 

8. Others – the United Nations,  

the Taj Mahal, the Times of India,  

the Mona Lisa, the Bay of Bengal,  

the Arabian Sea, the United Kingdom, 

the United State of America,  

the Netherlands, the Philippines, 

the Himalayas, the Alps, the Andaman 

Islands, Everest, the river Ganga, the 

Bible, the Vedas, the Ramayana,  

the first, the twelfth, the guitar, the 

piano, the Punjab etc. 
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